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CROSSED SIGNALS

Every clue containing a wordplay indicator (such as "mixed" for an anagram or "doing a 180" for a reversal) has swapped its 
indicator with an intersecting entry. Thus 6-Across could swap indicators with either 6-, 7- or 8-Down. The imported 
(correct) indicator will occupy the same position in the clue as the exported (incorrect) indicator did. Clues lacking 

indicators, such as double definitions and straight charades, have not engaged in swapping. Constructed in 2020. Test 
solvers deemed it too hard for average solvers.
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Across

1 A sea bird gasping 
terribly (6)

6 Cobra's handler left, 
heedless of the 
consequences (5)

10 Lover of the site of 
Circus Maximus ring 
(5)

11 A T. Rex discussed 
more than is necessary 
(5)

12 Very busy head of 
diminutive retail center 
(8,4)

13 This guy notifies 
topless  chicks' moms 
(4)

14 Golfer Palmer's clothes 
are "in" (5)

16 School principally for 
the computer industry 
(4)

17 Entering sled, GI 
moves effortlessly (6)

18 Quick wit of a novelist 
(5)

20 Boasting interrupting 
real cashier-lane work 
(7)

22 Anarchist's ridiculous 
rationale for betrayal 
of country (7)

23 Person or place of 
great distinction (5)

24 First pieces of humor 
targeting Bond (6)

26 General's behind 
protected by dead 
ringer (4)

28 Got a rental unit fixed 
up and relaxed (5)

30 Declared tender love 
(4)

31 Talking heads trashed 
ordinary spuds (12)

32 Last peach is 
inexpensive (5)

33 Ma uses this private 
space in a convent 
outside of Hoboken (5)

34 Link up when it's dark 
outside (5)

35 Note: a Master of 
Education is 
reprimanded (6)

Down

1 The most elegant 
conclusion he posts (7)

2 Dog-sled racer's 
gutless conduct (5)

3 Early settlers called 
out ten informers (12)

4 I'm heartless playing 
routine slam (6)

5 The "girl next door" is 
boring, eh? Not 
entirely! (8)

6 Inside body, a single 
skeletal component (4)

7 Beer bottles being fit 
for a king (5)

8 Area set aside for 
unseated guests or a 
substitute wedding 
party member (8,4)

9 Formal attire designed 
for legends (5)

15 Brigade destroyed 
Latvia's capital (4)

17 Thug is no funny 
comedian (8)

19 A lot of unopened feta 
(4)

21  Joy of Painting creator 
deprived of sheepskin 
that's earned (7)

23 Gore mostly added 
sense of common 
purpose (6)

24 Some monks enjoy 
celebrating Christmas 
at a holy pilgrimage 
site (5)

25 Skilled advertising 
executive's fantastic 
point (5)

27 Turner's Husky is a 
strong animal (5)

29 Suspended from 
Central College at 
some time in the past 
(4)


