
Copyright 2025 Bob Stigger                                                          rstigger@comcast.net 

 

                                              THE GREAT WALL 
Once upon a time, a people terrified of barbarians erected a metaphorical Great Wall in the name 
of .... (read the inner shaded band counterclockwise). But they discovered there is no safety in ... 
(read the central 9 squares counterclockwise, ending in the center square). Perhaps they should 
have heeded the well-known admonition ... (read the outer shaded band clockwise).  
I am sure I had some reason not to wrap up this puzzle in 2020, but I don’t recall what the reason 
was since it was basically finished. Too political? This from the guy who has written dozens of &lit 
clues for Donald Trump all of which are insulting and/or obscene?  
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Across 

 1 Subway systems connected at red circles (6) 

 6 Watering hole rejected routines with Bunnies (7) 

 11 Joint operation finally penetrates castle stronghold, releasing prince (4) 

 12 Folksinger Joan's college degree? Easy! (4) 

 13 A brat destroyed Moroccan city (5) 

 14 Steals small pieces of paper (5) 

 15 A couple of orphans brought into Massachusetts by way of a Czech region (7) 

 16 Marsh in Michigan, outside of Roseville (4) 

 18 Grocery ultimately lied about produce (5) 

 19 Petroleum company's chief headed West for a TV ad award (4) 



 20 Brown with green and yellow is sharp (5) 

 21 The unfinished assignment: angle measurements (6) 

 23 Warning: Post Office is involved in petty dispute (3-3) 

 27 Small African river backed up, getting a little fetid (5) 

 28 Tomb Raider Croft left Ark site rat-free (4) 

 30 Medical dressing a space traveler doled out (5) 

 34 Letterhead features a South American bird (4) 

 35 Spirit broken, Ava quit (7) 

 37 Catches late-starting slowpokes (5) 

 39 "Slander! Falsehood! Crap!" some might say (5) 

 40 Lucy's hubby is somewhat undesirable (4) 

 41 Work; and upon reflection, eat a donut (4) 

 42 007’s calling about rebuilt ride being arachnid-infested (7) 

 43 A tense, disorderly legislative body (6) 

Down 

 2 Single-shot handgun primarily manufactured in London (7) 

 3 Admire all the others taking Gym and Intro to Calculus (7) 

 4 Bathrobe seldom conceals fat (5) 

 5 Deli offering never-ending salad mix (6) 

 6 Note: plaintiff's behind court official (3) 

 7 Sombrero-wearing brother of Uncle Remus (4) 

 8 Whale-obsessed captain boosted ego with faith (5) 

 9 Sri Lankan monkey's face hidden by shadow (5) 

 10 Firm stayed prepared (6) 

 11 Right away, Kiss Me Kate's #3 Broadway show (6) 

 15 Molten liquid covering third of Phobos or Deimos, perhaps (7) 

 17 High time for a successful at-bat (3) 

 22 Very short message from the Titanic (3) 

 24 Pennsylvania newspaper working to be a model of excellence (7) 

 25 Subtly ascertain another's opinion of boor following charge (4,3) 

 26 Fluid needs bottles (6) 

 27 Correspondence from crackpot is lame (6) 

 29 Like many clues (but not this one) Oscar's rewritten (6) 

 31 Furnish excellent witticism (5) 

 32 Each Cincinnati player is handled like a pitcher (5) 

 33 Free until almost the end of June (5) 

 36 Obscure-sounding valley (4) 

 38 Whimsical portrayer of Sarah Palin (3) 


