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THE BLAME GAME
A noted 16-Down 7-Down has issued a 39-Across 14-Across predicated on an 18-Down that's off the 27-Across. The usual 

suspects deny responsibility, asserting that all adverse consequences will be due to the fault of 1-Down.
Constructed in 2011 and soon forgotten.
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Across

1 Laments speaker's range (5)

5 A character in fairy tale that's 
easily approachable (7)

11 Believe record kept by 
accountant (6)

12 Gore worked for a monster (4)

13 Surely you jest! Norway has no 
trace of reindeer? (2,3)

14 See instructions (7)

15 Mr. Sakharov, in a red cast (6)

17 Spanish coin mounted in 
unfinished ring (6)

19 A bit about statistics (4)

21 Check anger (4,3)

24 Abandon arid region (6)

26 Release schedule in reverse (4)

27 See instructions (7,5)

28 The "I"s of people coming to 
blows, finally (4)

29 Graphic designer put a bit of 
cloud in the clear sky (6)

30 Somewhat reluctant, I question 
supposedly old item (7)

31 Heavens! The face of Dorian 
Gray turned! (4)

33 Important-sounding star (6)

37 Introduce two pieces of 
rockabilly penned by classical 
composer (6)

39 See instructions (7)

40 Ten bears had left state (5)

41 Uncovered depressing plumbing 
problem (4)

42 Sexy quote describing Oregon 
running back (6)

43 Cincy's baseball team once 
cooked ledgers (7)

44 Hold something Rover might 
fetch (5)

Down

1 See instructions (3,7)

2 One argument against religious 
imagery (4)

3 Miami team acquires Orlando's #
2 center (5)

4 Secretively observe Spanish Club 
(3)

5 Excited by a social medium (8)

6 Female set up Buddy for scandal 
(4)

7 See instructions (10)

8 Brother, that is some kind of 
cheese (4)

9 Pre-Easter season is advanced (4)

10 Breakfast food for one general 
(3)

16 See instructions (10)

18 See instructions (10)

19 "Think fit!" someone from 
Copenhagen said (5)

20 Tailored coats and neckwear (5)

22 Zoom a Harley around Nebraska 
city (5)

23 Worked as a clerk, or worked as 
a manicurist (5)

25 Complimentary samples of 
McDonald's product containing 
beef mostly from the South (8)

32 Leave a small amount for awaited 
Beckett character (5)

34 Key members of Illinois 
legislature (4)

35 Bitterly regretted rude maneuvers 
(4)

36 Overly proud of small drinking 
cup (4)

38 Fashionable, not quite young 
lady (4)

39 Topless headliner's pitch (3)

40 Tax agency is infiltrated by 
Republican (3)


